REALITY

In an exclusive jailhouse interview, Survivor
champ Richard Hatch, serving time for tax evasion, talks
about life behind bars, his plans for the future
and why—he says—he’s innocent

ack In the summer of 2000

51 million people Tuned in to

walch Hichard Hatch recetve the
1 milllon check that comes with
winning the cutthroat reality ghow
srvnar By the end of that tnaugural
SliFvrvor season, Hatch=—who prowved
to b masieriul af manipulating his
cn e n— Rl escome reality TV s
firel bovve-Loe-Puate-him antithero “Thay
uirmesd e nvtos & Valklain, and they did a
wirry @oeid b of 1.7 save Hatch of the
show s prodocers. “When | tried out

[orF Ssurvreor. | wasn™t dorng it to be on

V. | was doing it for the mdllion dol
lars. | thowght this was a way | could
earn some |ife-c hurluu‘.r: MOTEY nd

Phat money burned out to b more
life-changing thin Hatch ooiald ever
e magined. Un Jan, 25, 20086, Hatch
wms covicEed of thiree counts of lax evs
sion for fafling to pay tases on his Swr
Vivor winnings, as well az on other
noome from a rental property and
SEZLOD e recerved for hosting a
Bowston-hased radio show, Sentencoed to
3l months in (ederal prnson, Hatch

wihio 80l malnlains he's innocent

cufrently resides in the Federal Cor

recticenal [nstitution in Morgantown
WVa., where he shares a room with 11
e ivmates and carms $£52500 5 vweek iy
|l.I|||.'.|'I|£!'|':|-'lh'||.' BOHHETS “'1-.,.-”“'.; his
standard-issue khaki jumpsuil, Hatch
45 sat dosan with Prorre's Steve Hu |||_".C
to talk about prison life, how he endad
up on the wrong side of the Llaw and
where he goes from her

LAMDIMG 1M JAIL

I.‘!ll'l'.l'\-cjl.l‘ll'l.\ il leriring s comction
Hatch was sent o Plvmouth County
Correctional Facility in Plymowih, Mass

“1 was there for six horrendous months”
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e recalls, “Wewereall in asmall room
52 people: child mobesters, murderers,
rapizts and me. For six months [ never
left that room. There were no doors, no
privacy. There were two TVs in that
roearm, &6 1 lived all day long with Jerry
Soringer blaring The conversationwas
inane bevond anvthing 1 could poe-
sibly describe, which is the mental
torture of jail that most people don't
understand. There were times my food
wis spat on by guards. It was one of
those nightmares that make you think,
T'm sure I'll wake up any minate and
be at home in my bed."”

LIFE IH PRISOM

“It's not the lockup or the food or the
petple vou're incarcerated with—the
wirst thing is the isolation,” says Hatch
of hiz experdence at Flymouth, “You
can’t see vour family, and when they
il COme, ll!u.'}"n' hehind a shest of
glass, so you can't even towch them,
It was hell.” Hateh has a hushand,
Emiliano Cabral, 21 {Hlt::.-' WET |1_'.|'.::|I:'_l,'
married in Nova Sootia in 2005, and
M ]!:-'],'I_';Ir‘-l::-!l_l son, Chiag, whom he
adopted in 1998,

In August 2006 (after a short stint
ot the Federal Transfer Center in Okla-
homa City), Habéh was moved to the
minimmum security fcility in Morgan-
towm. “Obviously, this iz better than
the county lockup. There's no fence
here. But people think I've come to a
country club. It's not. This is prison.
Just because (s got o beautiful view
of the countryside doesn’t make it a
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resort. And it's horrendous because
I'm an innocent man in jail.”

WHY HE CLAIMS HE'S INMOCEMT
*During Surwvor, [ caught them cheat-
ing—thats where this story really
begins.” zays Hatch, who contends that
he saw a member of Survivors behind-
the-scenes crew giving food to other
contestants during the course of the
show, on which sustenance ig potori-
ounsly scaree, *1 demanded that some-

thing be done."

-
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Hatch says be had a heated meeting
with the show's executive producers,
who ullimately agreed to pay his taxes
if he'd keep quiet about the cheating. In
response to Hatch's sccusations, CBS
spokeswoman Colleen Sullivan simply
says, “The allegations have mo merit,
and certaimly no one conmected with
the show agreed to pay the taxes on
Richard’s prize money.”

Ax fior Hateh's failure to pay tax on
his radio show and rental income. his
I!m':,'rr Michael Minns QS "He hired
niot ane but fwo accountants, who were
unfamiliar with the tax forms and did
nok know how to handbe that imeome.”
According to federal prosecitors, hiova-
ever, Hatch purposely disregarded
returna prepared by the seoountants
that showwed Hatch owing hundrads of
thousands of dollars in taxes

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

“1 don't apologize for anything” says
Hatch, who now has seeedd 14 months
of hiz zentencs, “1 didn't 11-::-;|r|'_-'lhi|1f
wrods.” Minns I".l.‘l.'h-.'litl.:|| Hatch's case
for appeal on March 8, arguing that the
trial jllﬂ:.'_i hadn't allowed Hatch Lo
introduce lis al |L-|.'_;..'|I!:«| = rrfi_'ht'ul | I O
Sirrviver “We were pever able o e
seft our entire case,” savs Minns, “We
tried, but the prosecution !“_'pl_ 4,:-|1_1|_-|_'|
ing. anvd the court sustained it.” While
Hakch awnits the court’s decision, which
onilld comie within the neet few months,
hie's -|'||._'||ﬂ g hiz |:|||'.l.'||l:im|_' irl |I|'i'-il:-l1
“working on a book that [ should have no
trotihle u’q*llnm’qml‘ﬂlxl:q'ci * i wayvs “ It
bepins with my anditioning for Siernmor

wayt Hutel [with hi

Ermialiano in Mew York [ ]

and wili end with my timae in prison.”
But what he's really looking forwarnd to
is returning to his home and family in
Hhode Island. *I'm just goang to spend
time wilkh my husband and son and live
a normal life at home, Youdontunder-
stand how much you miss your home
life wntil it's taken sy from you.
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